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Breakiron 68, drop by or make an appointment

Vaughn Lit 202, make an appointment



Course Intro

MemoryEthics

Work



Administrivia

Course Website:     http://univ20010sp2017.courses.bucknell.edu/

Schedule, readings, assignments

Moodle 

Readings, assignments, gradebook

Note: We will have a few course events at the Campus Theater; check 
schedule and plan to attend.



Syllabus

• A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court, Mark Twain. (Also available as free 
electronic book at Apple’s iBook store, Amazon, and on our Moodle site.)

• Red Badge of Courage, Stephen Crane 

• The Caves of Steel, Isaac Asimov

• Stars in My Pocket Like Grains of Sand, Samuel Delany

• The Buried Giant, Kazuo Ishiguro

• Several smaller pieces listed in the online schedule and on Moodle

Readings



Syllabus

• 10% Professionalism
• 15% Class Presentations and Quizzes
• 10% Reflection journals
• 45% Papers
• 20% Project poster presentation

Instruction and Evaluation

Academic Responsibility
• Your writing is your own: when you paraphrase, you give credit; when you use a source,

you give credit;  you don’t write by cutting and pasting from other people’s work.



Syllabus

You will write reflection pieces in WordPress when indicated in the course 
website schedule. 

These journal entries will be exploratory/summative writings based on readings 
and class discussions. They will reflect how you are working through the class 
materials.

The principles of academic responsibility apply.

You will receive feedback on journals periodically.

Journals



Syllabus

Attendance is a necessity. Our class is a community of learners, which means 
we will learn from each other. If you are not there, you are missing out on the 
learning opportunity.

Be on time. Be engaged. Participated in the discussions.

Don’t get distracted by cell phones, tablets, or computers.  

Professionalism



Discussion

Robert Epstein, "The empty brain”

Gary Marcus, "Face it, your brain is a computer"



Discussion

Questions:
• What are the arguments?
• What are the strong/weak arguments?
• How does a computer work?
• How do brains work?
• Do people follow programs? (activities, 

behaviors)


