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Goals

• The poster is meant to tell a story about 
your work and about your findings.

• It is something to be absorbed quickly and 
easily by the viewer.

• You will use it as a conversation piece with 
someone interested in your work.



Poster as a Story
• The poster should quickly orient the audience to the 

subject and purpose.

• One good test is whether the audience recognizes the 
subject and purpose within 20 seconds of seeing the 
poster.  A poster can accomplish this goal with a well-
crafted title and with supporting images.

• Type must be large enough to be read and there should 
be good contrast between the color of the type and 
poster's background.

http://researchbysubject.bucknell.edu/posters

http://researchbysubject.bucknell.edu/posters


Title
•  The title of the poster should quickly orient the 

audience.

• Make the title the most prominent block of text 
on the poster.

• While phrase titles are most common, some 
scientists and engineers effectively use sentence 
titles for posters that present one main result.

http://researchbysubject.bucknell.edu/posters

http://researchbysubject.bucknell.edu/posters


Structure

• All posters should include a title, introduction, 
methods, results, and discussion or conclusions section.

• Design the individual sections of a poster so that they 
can be quickly read.

• A poster should not contain large blocks of text. No 
long sentences. When applicable, sections should rely 
on images, such as photographs, drawings, and graphs. 

http://researchbysubject.bucknell.edu/posters

http://researchbysubject.bucknell.edu/posters


Organization
• Specific sections should be easy to locate on the 

poster.

• Audience members have limited time to review your 
poster. Make sure sections such as research questions, 
methodology, and results are easy to locate.

• Make sure the poster is organized and flows well.  A 
poster serves as a visual and textual narrative of your 
research, so make sure the audience can follow from 
point to point in an obvious manner.

http://researchbysubject.bucknell.edu/posters

http://researchbysubject.bucknell.edu/posters


Showtime!

• Be prepared to answer questions about your work 
and what is shown in your poster. 

• Prepare a 3-5 minute talk explaining the content of 
your poster.

• Try to anticipate questions that your audience might 
ask about your work and your poster. Be prepared to 
answer those questions.

http://researchbysubject.bucknell.edu/posters

http://researchbysubject.bucknell.edu/posters


Choose the orientation

1. Reference list goes here 
2. Reference list goes here 
3. Reference list goes here 
4. Reference list goes here 

This is where you should put the title of your poster.  
 Your name(s) can go here. 

 The Name of the Organization can go here.  
 Department of xxx, Bucknell University, Lewisburg, Pa. 

Abstract

References

Printing, Laminating and Mounting 
Publications, Print and Mail will print, laminate and mount 
posters in the dimensions of this template and provide a 
mailing tube for transportation at these prices: 
         Printing    Mounting        Mounting/Laminating 
30 x 40       $40.00       $43.00 add’l     $57.00 add’l   
36 x 48       $50.00       $43.00 add’l     $57.00 add’l 
41 x 56       $60.00          N/A  N/A 

Mailing tubes are available for $5.00 each. 
To place your order, go to the Publications, Print and Mail web 
site and complete the Research Poster Printing Request Form 
and submit. Email duplicating@bucknell.edu or call  577-3757 
with  questions. 
  
Plan ahead! Allow two business days for Publications, Print 
and Mail to complete the order. Other dimensions are 
available; the charge is by square foot. Contact Publications, 
Print and Mail for pricing information.

Acknowledgements

Place image here. 

Text 
Be sure to spell check all text and have trusted colleagues 
proofread the poster. In general,  
authors should: 
  
• Use the active tense 
• Simplify text by using bullet points 
• Use colored graphs and charts 
• Use bold to provide emphasis; avoid capitals  
  and underlining 
• Avoid long numerical tables 
  
Authors should re-write their paper so that it is suitable for the 
brevity of the poster format. Respect your audience–as a 
general rule, less is more. Use a generous amount of white 
space to separate elements and avoid data overkill. Refer to 
websites or other sources to provide a more in-depth 
understanding of the research. 

Conclusion

This editable template can be used for research posters with 
the final size of 40” x 30”. There are many different sizes of 
templates available in both horizontal and vertical formats. 
Check with your professor or conference organizers for 
specifics regarding exact poster dimensions.  

  
Writing Style: 
The writing style and graphic standards for scientific research 
posters should follow the guidelines established by the 
University. http://www.bucknell.edu/x4743.xml 

  
Copyright 
Authors should be aware of and follow the Bucknell University 
copyright policy for all text and images included in their 
posters: https://my.bucknell.edu/x55987.html. Students, 
faculty and staff members are expected to comply with 
copyright laws and should remember that failure to observe 
these laws may result in individual liability for copyright 
infringement.  

How to use this template 
Highlight this text and replace it with new text from a 
Microsoft Word document or other text-editing program. The 
text size for body copy and headings and the typeface has 
been set for you. If you choose to change typefaces, use 
common ones such as Times, Arial or Helvetica and keep the 
body text between 26 and 32 points. 

The text boxes and photo boxes may be resized, eliminated, 
or added as necessary. The references to the department, 
college and university, including the logo, should remain. 
  

Introduction

A ‘roll-up’ poster is a single large sheet displayed at a scientific conference, which communicates your research. The poster is usually organized into sections. Sometimes, it is helpful to sketch out on paper how your poster content is to be organized. If you are not following 
the standard 'Abstract, Introduction, Methods, Results, Discussion, Conclusion' presentation, make sure you group your content into organized sections. A poster converted from a 20-slide PowerPoint presentation will look like 20 slides on paper. But, grouping similar 
slides under common headings will make the content more appealing and easier to read. Consider using shaded rectangles, outlined rectangles, or prominent headings to let the viewer know which information is related. Try organizing your content in 3 to 5 columns to 
begin with. These columns will probably need to be adjusted once all your content is brought in.

DiscussionResultsMethods

Images 
Avoid the use of low-resolution jpegs, especially those 
downloaded from the Internet, as they will reproduce poorly. 
  
In order to insert an image, use the menu toolbar at the top of 
your screen.  

Select: 
1  Insert 
2  Picture 
3  From file  
4  Find and select the correct file on your computer 
5  Press OK 
  
Be aware of the image size you are importing.   Publications, Print and Mail, 7 Marts Hall 

Hours of Operation: 
Monday – Friday  
8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
  

We have created this template with scientific researchers in 
mind and with the help of feedback we have received. We 
encourage any comments or suggestions so that we can 
continue to update and improve this template.

1. Reference list goes here 
2. Reference list goes here 
3. Reference list goes here 
4. Reference list goes here 

This is where you should put the title of your poster.  
 Your name(s) can go here. 

 The Name of the Organization can go here.  
 Department of xxx, Bucknell University, Lewisburg, Pa. 

Abstract

Printing, Laminating and Mounting 
Publications, Print and Mail will print, laminate and 
mount posters in the dimensions of this template and 
provide a mailing tube for transportation at these 
prices: 
                        Printing      Mounting     Mounting/Laminating 
30 x 40   $40.00     $43.00 add’l       $57.00 add’l 
36 x 48 $50.00     $43.00 add’l       $57.00 add’l 
41 x 56 $60.00            N/A                     N/A 

Mailing tubes are available for $5.00 each. 
To place your order, go to the Publications, Print and 
Mail web site and complete the Research Poster 
Printing Request Form and submit. Email 
duplicating@bucknell.edu or call  577-3757  
with questions. 
  
Plan ahead! Allow two business days for Publications, 
Print and Mail to complete the order. Other 
dimensions are available; the charge is by square 
foot. Contact Publications, Print and Mail for pricing 
information.

Place image here. 
This editable template can be used for research 
posters with the final size of 30” x 40”. There are 
many different sizes of templates available in both 
horizontal and vertical formats. Check with your 
professor or conference organizers for specifics 
regarding exact poster dimensions.  

Writing Style: 
The writing style and graphic standards for scientific 
research posters should follow the guidelines 
established by the University. http://
www.bucknell.edu/x4743.xml 

Copyright 
Authors should be aware of and follow the Bucknell 
University copyright policy for all text and images 
included in their posters: https://my.bucknell.edu/
x55987.html. Students, faculty and staff members are 
expected to comply with copyright laws and should 
remember that failure to observe these laws may 
result in individual liability for copyright infringement.  

How to use this template 
Highlight this text and replace it with new text from a 
Microsoft Word document or other text-editing 
program. The text size for body copy and headings 
and the typeface has been set for you. If you choose 
to change typefaces, use common ones such as 
Times, Arial or Helvetica and keep the body text 
between 26 and 32 points. 

The text boxes and photo boxes may be resized, 
eliminated, or added as necessary. The references to 
the department, college and university, including the 
logo, should remain.

Introduction

A ‘roll-up’ poster is a single large sheet displayed at a scientific conference, which communicates your research. The poster is usually organized into sections. Sometimes, it is helpful to sketch out on 
paper how your poster content is to be organized. If you are not following the standard 'Abstract, Introduction, Methods, Results, Discussion, Conclusion' presentation, make sure you group your 
content into organized sections. A poster converted from a 20-slide PowerPoint presentation will look like 20 slides on paper. But, grouping similar slides under common headings will make the 
content more appealing and easier to read. Consider using shaded rectangles, outlined rectangles, or prominent headings to let the viewer know which information is related. Try organizing your 
content in 3 to 5 columns to begin with. These columns will probably need to be adjusted once all your content is brought in.

Methods
Images 
Avoid the use of low-resolution jpegs, especially 
those downloaded from the Internet, as they will 
reproduce poorly. 
  
In order to insert an image, use the menu toolbar at 
the top of your screen.  

Select: 
1  Insert 
2  Picture 
3  From file  
4  Find and select the correct file on your     computer 
5  Press OK 
  
Be aware of the image size you are importing.   Publications, Print and Mail, 7 Marts Hall 

Hours of Operation: 
Monday – Friday  
8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
!!

We have created this template with scientific 
researchers in mind and with the help of feedback we 
have received. We encourage any comments or 
suggestions so that we can continue to update and 
improve this template.

Text 
Be sure to spell check all text and have trusted 
colleagues proofread the poster. In general,  
authors should: 
  
• Use the active tense 
• Simplify text by using bullet points 
• Use colored graphs and charts 
• Use bold to provide emphasis; avoid capitals  
  and underlining 
• Avoid long numerical tables 
  
Authors should re-write their paper so that it is 
suitable for the brevity of the poster format. Respect 
your audience–as a general rule, less is more. Use a 
generous amount of white space to separate 
elements and avoid data overkill. Refer to websites or 
other sources to provide a more in-depth 
understanding of the research.

Results

Discussion

Conclusion

References

Acknowledgements
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Vertical



Define the layout/structure

1. Reference list goes here 
2. Reference list goes here 
3. Reference list goes here 
4. Reference list goes here 

This is where you should put the title of your poster.  
 Your name(s) can go here. 

 The Name of the Organization can go here.  
 Department of xxx, Bucknell University, Lewisburg, Pa. 

Abstract

References

Printing, Laminating and Mounting 
Publications, Print and Mail will print, laminate and mount 
posters in the dimensions of this template and provide a 
mailing tube for transportation at these prices: 
         Printing    Mounting        Mounting/Laminating 
30 x 40       $40.00       $43.00 add’l     $57.00 add’l   
36 x 48       $50.00       $43.00 add’l     $57.00 add’l 
41 x 56       $60.00          N/A  N/A 

Mailing tubes are available for $5.00 each. 
To place your order, go to the Publications, Print and Mail web 
site and complete the Research Poster Printing Request Form 
and submit. Email duplicating@bucknell.edu or call  577-3757 
with  questions. 
  
Plan ahead! Allow two business days for Publications, Print 
and Mail to complete the order. Other dimensions are 
available; the charge is by square foot. Contact Publications, 
Print and Mail for pricing information.
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websites or other sources to provide a more in-depth 
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the final size of 40” x 30”. There are many different sizes of 
templates available in both horizontal and vertical formats. 
Check with your professor or conference organizers for 
specifics regarding exact poster dimensions.  

  
Writing Style: 
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posters should follow the guidelines established by the 
University. http://www.bucknell.edu/x4743.xml 

  
Copyright 
Authors should be aware of and follow the Bucknell University 
copyright policy for all text and images included in their 
posters: https://my.bucknell.edu/x55987.html. Students, 
faculty and staff members are expected to comply with 
copyright laws and should remember that failure to observe 
these laws may result in individual liability for copyright 
infringement.  
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text size for body copy and headings and the typeface has 
been set for you. If you choose to change typefaces, use 
common ones such as Times, Arial or Helvetica and keep the 
body text between 26 and 32 points. 

The text boxes and photo boxes may be resized, eliminated, 
or added as necessary. The references to the department, 
college and university, including the logo, should remain. 
  

Introduction

A ‘roll-up’ poster is a single large sheet displayed at a scientific conference, which communicates your research. The poster is usually organized into sections. Sometimes, it is helpful to sketch out on paper how your poster content is to be organized. If you are not following 
the standard 'Abstract, Introduction, Methods, Results, Discussion, Conclusion' presentation, make sure you group your content into organized sections. A poster converted from a 20-slide PowerPoint presentation will look like 20 slides on paper. But, grouping similar 
slides under common headings will make the content more appealing and easier to read. Consider using shaded rectangles, outlined rectangles, or prominent headings to let the viewer know which information is related. Try organizing your content in 3 to 5 columns to 
begin with. These columns will probably need to be adjusted once all your content is brought in.
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In order to insert an image, use the menu toolbar at the top of 
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mind and with the help of feedback we have received. We 
encourage any comments or suggestions so that we can 
continue to update and improve this template.



A few more tips
• Design for uniqueness: you want to stand out and 

attract people to learn about your work.

• If your poster looks like everyone else’s, you are 
sharing the audience equally with everyone else. Is that 
what you want?

• Design for good visuals: you want to have good visuals 
and interesting eye candy.

• Strive for great looks, but don’t stress too much. 
(Goldilocks rule)

• Great looks are great, but great content is better.



Software
• Microsoft PowerPoint

• Apple Keynote

• Adobe Illustrator, Photoshop  and InDesign

• OpenOffice / LibreOffice

• Other software for preparing graphics

• https://magic.piktochart.com/

• https://www.canva.com/

https://magic.piktochart.com/
https://www.canva.com/


Starting points
• 30W x 40H

• 36W x 48H

• 40W x 30H

• 48W x 36H

• 41H x 56W

• https://www.genigraphics.com/templates

TEMPLATES!

https://my.bucknell.edu/Documents/PPM/PosterTemplates/30x40.pptx
https://my.bucknell.edu/Documents/PPM/PosterTemplates/36x48.pptx
https://my.bucknell.edu/Documents/PPM/PosterTemplates/40x30.pptx
https://my.bucknell.edu/Documents/PPM/PosterTemplates/48x36.pptx
https://my.bucknell.edu/Documents/PPM/PosterTemplates/56x41.pptx
https://www.genigraphics.com/templates


Questionable

http://guides.nyu.edu/posters

http://guides.nyu.edu/posters


Effective

http://guides.nyu.edu/posters

http://guides.nyu.edu/posters




Academic Conduct

• Your poster, your intellectual product.

• Cite your sources: Include a section on 
references or bibliography.

• If you use images that you did not produce 
yourself, their sources should also be credited. 
(You may want to place a URL under the image.)


